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                                    Press Release 

 

MCMC INVITES SUBMISSION OF DRAFT PLANS FOR THE SAMBUNGAN KABEL 
DASAR LAUT MADANI (SALAM) INITIATIVE 

 
CYBERJAYA, 16 July 2026 – The Malaysian Communications and Multimedia 
Commission (MCMC) is advancing the implementation of the Sambungan Kabel 
Dasar Laut MADANI (SALAM) initiative, a strategic national project under the 
Universal Service Provision (USP) framework aimed at strengthening Malaysia’s 
domestic digital infrastructure and enhancing the resilience, reliability and 
future readiness of the nation’s communications network. 
 
The SALAM initiative will establish a new submarine cable system linking 
Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak, creating a more robust and 
geographically diverse domestic connectivity network. By expanding network 
capacity and strengthening route diversity, the project will improve service 
continuity and support more resilient communications infrastructure 
nationwide. 
 
Submarine cable systems form the backbone of modern digital communications, 
carrying the vast majority of domestic and international data traffic. As demand 
for high-speed digital connectivity continues to grow, strengthening this critical 
infrastructure is essential to ensuring secure, reliable and uninterrupted 
communications for businesses, government and the public. 
 
The SALAM system comprises 10 Cable Landing Stations (CLS) interconnected 
through four (4) submarine cable segments, spanning an estimated total route 
length of approximately 5,582 kilometres. The system will introduce 
geographically diversified connectivity routes to enhance network redundancy, 
reduce the risk of service disruptions and strengthen Malaysia’s overall 
communications resilience. 
 
Beyond improving connectivity between regions, SALAM will provide a robust 
and scalable domestic connectivity backbone to support the continued 
expansion of broadband services and 5G networks, while enabling the growth of 
cloud infrastructure, data centres, Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies and 
other emerging digital industries. This will further support Malaysia’s digital 
economy, digital inclusion agenda and long-term national resilience. 
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Pursuant to Regulation 5 of the Communications and Multimedia (Universal 
Service Provision) Regulations 2002, MCMC invites all eligible licensees to 
participate by submitting a Registration of Interest together with a Draft 
Universal Service Plan for evaluation. 
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