
INTERPOL For official use only
INTERPOL For official use only



INTERPOL For official use only

Children in a digital world
Understanding Children’s Risk, Harm And Safety.

Smita Mitra

s.mitra@interpol.int

mailto:s.mitra@interpol.int


INTERPOL For official use only

Context

• Closure of schools and shift to virtual learning platform

• Increased hours spent by children and adults online for 
education, socializing and entertainment

• Restriction to international travel 

• Confinement at home

• Limited access to community support services 
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Scope

• To share the findings of a report published by Interpol: An 
assessment of threats and trends, Child Sexual Exploitation and 
Abuse the COVID -19, Impact.

• Research time period - March to August 2020 

• Report published - September 2020
(https://www.interpol.int/en/News-and-Events/News/2020/INTERPOL-report-
highlights-impact-of-COVID-19-on-child-sexual-abuse)
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Actors

CSEA

Offence

Location: Online / Offline

HANDLER 
Law enforcement 

and offender 
management 

Child 
Victim

Sex-offender 
Trafficker 

GUARDIAN 
Parents, Social and 

Educational 
Services

MANAGER
Electronic Service 
Provider and LEA 

Monitoring

A suitable 
target: 
Child victim

A likely offender: 
Trafficker  / Sex 
offender 
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• Reduced reporting

• Use of Interpol tools has reduced

• Impact on CSEA investigations: reduced number of staff 

• Industry reports about child sexual exploitation

• Delayed legal services

COVID – 19 impact on Policing
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Online Child Sexual Exploitation and 
Abuse: COVID 19

Consumption and Distribution of CSEA Material

- Peer to Peer Networks

- Darknet Forums

- Social media platforms

- Messaging applications/platforms

- Zoom bombing

- CSEAM for payment 

- Travelling sex offenders
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Access to Services

• Increase in Domestic Child abuse

• Absence of community support services

• Vulnerable communities   
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Conclusion

• Increased activity 

• Reduced reporting and access to services

• Reduced LEA focus

• Impact on industry reporting

• Impact on court procedures
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Summary and Recommendations

• Rearranging ways and means modus –
operandi 

• Enabling tools for online reporting  

• Law enforcement and aid sector – online 
reporting 

• Need for more in-depth thorough analysis
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Thank you!


